
Community News

Exira
Elk Horn

Kimballton
Brayton

Volume 4 - No. 2January 25, 2024 
The mystery of:
“The Hiding Elk Horns” 
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Duane’s Ad

We publish on the 2nd and 4th Thursday 
(sometimes Friday) of the month.
Deadline for content is the SUNDAY BEFORE.
We REALLY APPRECIATE the content you have 
been sending. We would ask that you try your 
best to get it to us by the deadline - Earlier is 
MUCH appreciated.
Please send your content in digital form to our 
email: 
content@rollinghillsnews.net.  We would ap-
preciate:
• Content pictures sent as an attachment
• Text can either be in the body of the email or as 
an attachment.
• Text in Microsoft Word or similar format. 
• Include contact information to resolve any 
issues
Questions? Contact: Steve or Dusty Turner: 
(712)764-3441(home)  (510)205-8840 (Steve’s 
cell)
(510) 566-3063 (Dusty’s cell)

The beliefs and opinions of submitted content should not be con-
strued as reflecting the beliefs or positions of Rolling Hills News.

Pick up your FREE copy of Rolling Hills 
Community News at your Post Office, li-
brary, bank and local stores.
And PLEASE thank the merchants  for their 
advertisements. They make this paper pos-
sible.

There are 
three

pg 3 lower 
right windmill 
ad

Pg 19...
This is a mistake. 

The City of Elk Horn will accept proposals for 4037 Main Street (Previously 
the Tivoli Inn) till February 1st, 2024, and discuss all proposals at the Febru-
ary 5th council meeting. A public hearing will take place March 4th to make 
a final decision. If you are interested in submitting a proposal, please send 
information to ehclerk@metc.net by February 1st, 2024 by 4PM.

Come to the Council meeting Feb 5 
to hear and discuss the options for the Hotel.
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Words of Wisdom from Troy: Elk Horn Office
4122 Main St.
Elk Horn, Iowa 51531
Phone: (712) 764-2246
Fax: (712) 764-2247
Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:00
www.petersenagency.com

 Praise is well, compliment is well, but 
affection -
that is the last and most precious reward 
that any man can win, whether by char-
acter or achievement.
Mark Twain

504 Hillhaven
Exira

$60,000

Finish the interior to suit you. Currently set up to of-
fer an open concept kitchen/LR, one large main floor 
bedroom, a main floor bath/laundry/mudroom area, 2 
basement bedrooms, and another bath and family room 
in the basement. 
Contact Abby Rasmussen at 712-249-1311.

4216 Main St., Elk Horn, IA 51531 and 110 W. Washington St., Exira, IA 50076 
Check out our website for more details     www.waynehansen.com

List your farm where the action is! • Homes • Acreages  • Farms  • Real Estate Auctions  • Crop Insurance

HOMES:
AUDUBON

• 1106 Broadway St..................................NEW $110,000
EXIRA:

• 301 W. Washington St............................NEW $155,000
• 504 Hillhaven St ...................................... NEW $60,000
• Viking Addition Lots  ........................4 LOTS REMAIN

ELK HORN:
• 3 Lots-So. Sjaeland St. ..........................................$39,000
• 2123 Broadway Ave ...PRICE REDUCED - $799,000

KIMBALLTON:
• 108 W. 2nd St .......................................... NEW $75,000
• 204 W. 1st St ............................................ NEW $89,000

ATLANTIC
• 705 Locust St.. .......................................NEW $159,000

Wayne Hansen, Broker
Cell: 712-249-1785
Office: 712-764-7653
40 Years Experience

Abby Rasmussen, Broker Associate
Cell: 712-249-1311
Email: abbysellshomes@gmail.com
12 Years Experience

Kathi Kilworth, Salesperson
Cell: 712-249-5233
Email: kk1965@metc.net
24 Years Experience

For Crop Insurance done right. 
Call Wayne today. 

Farmers Mutual Hail.
One of the only American owned 

Crop Insurance Companies. 

Real Estate

WE’D LOVE TO LIST YOUR PROPERTY
Call Wayne, Abby or Kathi today to list your home, acreage or farm with us!

Farmland
• 72 Acres M/L, Sec. 11

Sharon Twp., Audubon County
$8,000/acre or $576,000

ACREAGES
• 2246 265th St., Exira ........................... SALE PENDING
• 626 Hwy. 173, Elk Horn .....................................$249,000
• 1478 200th St ............................................................ SOLD
• 2404 400th St, Marne ........................................$159,000
• 2133 Hwy 44, Harlan ........................................$175,000

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
• 201 W. Washington St. , Exira ...............SALE PENDING
• 2109 Broadway, Elk Horn .............$350,000/$650,000
• 4218 Main St. Elk Horn,  PRICE REDUCED $25,000

CASS COUNTY LAND:
• 66459 750th St., Massena ..........................................SOLD

3+ Acre lots to build on still available, 
.....................................STARTING AT $45,000    108 W. 2nd St.

Kimballton
$75,000

Main floor living with possibilities for a third bedroom
Contact Abby Rasmussen at 712-249-1311.

Sjaeland St. 
Elk Horn, IA 

51531 - $49,000
Unit 

#833020000007
Here’s your opportunity to own 3 lots overlooking 
the countryside. If you’re thinking of building your 
dream home or a large building, it’s a great spot! 
Location is ideal with walking distance to all Elk 
Horn has to offer while still enjoying the views of 
the countryside and privacy.
Contact Kathi Kilworth at 712-249-5233.

 NEW 

There is a moral to this one:
A young woman was preparing a ham dinner. After she cut off the end of 
the ham, she placed in a pan for baking. Her friend asked, “Why did you cut 
off the end of the ham?” She replied, “I really don’t know, but my mother 
always did, so I thought you were supposed to.”  Later, when talking to her 
mother, she asked why she cut off the end of the ham before baking it, and 
her mother replied, “I don’t know, but that is the way my mother always did 
it.”  A few weeks later, while visiting her grandmother, the young woman 
asked, “Grandmother, why is it that you cut off the end of a ham before you 
bake it?” Her grandmother replied, “Well, dear, otherwise it would never fit 
into my baking pan.”
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News From The Mill

Snow, snow, snow. What more can be said? We 
found ourselves forced to close the windmill a 
number of days these past two weeks due to in-
clement weather and frigid temperatures. We’re 
more than happy to welcome the more moderate 
winter temperatures this week as businesses open 
back up and return to stride. Needless to say, not a 
lot has happened since our last update. Business 
has been understandably slow and while we do have some exciting 
announcements waiting in queue, we’re not releasing them just yet. 
The next issue of our newsletter, The Breeze, is being finalized now 
and nearly ready to go to print before going out to all of our mem-
bers. If you want your own copy mailed to you, it is never too late to 
sign up for a membership at the low cost of just $10 per year. You 
can learn more about our membership programs, as well as fund-
raising and volunteering opportunities on our new membership web-
site: danishwindmill.org (now live!) We have also introduced a family 
membership for 2024 which includes unlimited free admission for 
two adults and all children under the age of 18 in the same house-
hold! To learn more or sign up just give us a call or visit us in-person 
or online. 
We have a couple of events coming up, too. First as a reminder 
the Windmill Expo & Membership Drive is next week on Tuesday, 
January 30th. We kickoff at 5:30 featuring a presentation by Shaun 
Sayres on the state of the windmill and a review of 2023. We hope 
you can make it. The event is also a membership drive and we en-
courage anyone to come and learn about our organization and pro-
grams. 
Second, the Danish Villages are having another ‘Hygge Night’ on 
Thursday, February 8th. Grace on Main will be offering Danish smør-
rebrød (open-face sandwiches) and there will be other events and 
specials going on throughout town. The Windmill will be offering 
gløgg to visitors and will also be kicking off a quick winter sale in-
spired by Valentine’s Day. There’s no better way to prepare for that 
special occasion than 10% off candy and chocolate, 20% off candles 
and candleholders, and 30% off ALL of our gnomes! The sale begins 
on the 8th and runs through February 15th and is in-store only. So 
come visit us and take advantage of these great deals at the windmill 
and around the Danish Villages! 
Finally, our 2024 Royal Copenhagen and Bing & Grøndahl collect-
ible plates are in. We have limited quantities right now and can’t 
show them online yet, but they are beautiful as always and we look 
forward to having them displayed in the store very soon. 
There are some other VERY exciting things we’d like to share, but 
you’ll have to come to the Windmill Expo to find out what they are! 

Chicken Creole Bake
Keli Hansen
2 1/2 – 3# Chicken
2 envelopes Lipton Onion Mushroom soup mix
2 ¼ C. boiling water
1 16 oz can stewed tomatoes drained
1 c uncooked rice
1 c chopped green pepper (optional)
1 can whole kernel corn (optional)
In a 9x13 pan place chicken skin up, single layer – bake uncovered at 
450 for 30 min.
When cool drain and cut into pieces. Reduce oven temp to 350.
  In a bowl, mix water, tomatoes, rice, green pepper and corn.  Add 
chicken pieces,
Put all ingredients back in the 9x13 pan.  Bake for 45 min.

Chocolate Turtle Pie
Keli Hansen
1 6 oz Ready crust Graham Cracker pie crust
3 beaten eggs
1 14 oz can eagle brand sweetened condensed milk
2 T butter melted
1 c coarsely chopped Pecans
¾ c milk chocolate chips

Preheat oven to 350. Combine eggs, sweetened condensed milk and 
butter.
Stir in nuts and chocolate chips
Pour over pie crust.  Bake 35 to 40 minutes or until the knife inserted 
comes out clean.
Cool.

WELCOME TO KELI’S KORNER
  This section of the newspaper will appear every 
two weeks.  I will be interviewing someone from 
the communities of Audubon, Brayton, Elk Horn, 
and Kimballton along with a couple of their fa-
vorite Recipes.  Let’s get to know our neighbors, 
and try out some different recipes.  To get this 
started, I have added a couple of my favorites.  
Enjoy and see who I will have the privilege to 
introduce you too and two more new recipes to 
in a couple of weeks. 

A priest was preparing a man for his long journey into the night. Whisper-
ing firmly, the priest said, “Denounce the devil. Let him know how little 
you think of his evil.” The dying man said nothing. The priest repeated his 
order. Still, the dying man said nothing. The priest asked, “Why do you 
refuse to denounce the devil and his evil?” The dying man said, “Until I 
know where I’m heading, I don’t think I ought to aggravate anybody.”
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Bob Mortenson 1-12-24

Shared Thoughts

“Kindness is a language which the deaf 
can hear and the blind can see.” 
― Mark Twain 

YES, THERE IS GOOD NEWS!

We have learned from our society, that if one strives to follow 
the Savior, he or she is to be called “Christian”.  But as we saw in 
our previous article it is much more accurate and meaningful to be known 
as “a disciple of Jesus Christ”!   Jesus desires more from His people than 
that we are just called by His name.  He wants more from His people than 
that we  say we believe in Him.  He wants us to be disciples!!  
     Suppose that someone calls you a friend.  It is quite wonderful to have 
friends.  But this person never talks to you, never seeks you out to spend 
time with you and even crosses the street so as not to have to interact with 
you.  I’m not sure that I would call that person a true friend.
     Friends interact with each other.  Friends enjoy visiting with each other.  
Friends seek each other out so as to spend time together.  In a very special 
section of scripture, Jesus is sharing with His disciples some last minute 
thoughts and teachings.  His crucifixion is but hours away – He has very 
little time left with them.  This section of scripture is found in the book of 
John chapters 13 through 17.  Here are some very deep and some very 
beautiful things that He says to them.  
     In chapter 15 verses 9 through 14, we find these words, “Even as the 
Father has loved me, I also have loved you. Remain in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will remain in my love; even as I have kept my Fa-
ther’s commandments, and remain in his love.  I have spoken these things 
to you, that my joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be made 
full. … Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.  You are my friends, if you do whatever I command you.”
     Jesus calls His disciples ‘friends’.  But are we His friends?  Do we sit 
down to visit and share time with Him?  Do we spend time on our knees in 
solitude as we pour out our heart to Him.  Does He know you as a friend?  
Does He know you at all?
     The thought of having the Son of the living God, the Savior of all man-
kind, the one who now sits at the ‘right hand of the majesty on high’, call 
me a friend, is too awesome for words!!!  But yes, if I am His disciple, He 
cares so very much for me.
     This thought of being a disciple of Jesus is what the “GOOD NEWS” is 
all about.  But it is not as some evangelists would have you think.  It is not 
about saying some salvation prayer and “now I’m in the kingdom, I have 
it made”.  It is about loving the LORD your God with your whole heart, 
strength and life.  It is about repenting of your sins and directing your at-
tention to one who would call you a friend.
     I have a book in front of me with 1650 pages – it is called “The Holy 
Bible”.  There is a lifetime of information in it.  There is deep pleasure in 
studying it.  Is it an easy read?  No!  It can be difficult and painstaking at 
times.  But is it worth it?  Yes, more than anything else in the world.  My 
friends, it is the GOOD NEWS!
                                                          Bill Rollins 1-19-24

ITS ONLY SCIENCE
Oh, my goodness! We have a cold spell going on right now. There will be 
those who say that this is proof that global warming just doesn’t exist. It 
would be difficult for them to be more wrong. We are experiencing weather, 
not climate.
The best analogy  I have ever seen to describe the difference between weath-
er and climate is this. There is a man walking his dog on a long leash along 
the side of a hill. The man’s name is Climate and the dog’s name is Weather. 
Now sometime the dog is higher on the hill than the man. And sometimes 
the dog is lower than the man. It is the average of those highs and lows that 
actually tell you about the climate. Only by watching the man’s course will 
tell you what the climate is doing.
Scientists from all over the world have declared 2023 as the hottest year 
since records have been tracked. The scientists are looking at the world as 
a whole. There might have been an area that was cooler than others, but 
once again that was the weather. The scientists are warning that we are ap-
proaching the temperature rise that will make us begin severe measures in 
order to begin to address climate change.
What can we do as individuals? There are the obvious of course. Turn down 
our thermostats in the winter and set them higher in the summer. Make 
sure our structure are well insulated and airtight. If we are going to be going 
out of town shopping, what else are you going to need soon? If you get that 
while you are there,  you have saved a trip and the pollution it would have 
caused.
One important action that we can do as individuals is to drive at the posted 
speed limit. If everyone obeyed the posted speed limit it would reduce the 
amount of fuel consumed by about 5%. While that doesn’t seem like much 
it would be the equivalent of taking over 5 million vehicles off the road. And 
talking of vehicles, do we actually need a huge vehicle? Do we need to carry 
large loads or multiple passengers? Do we need to tow a heavy trailer? A 
smaller vehicle uses fewer  materials to build reducing its environmental 
impact. And it will get better fuel milage.
When possible we should be making use of locally produced foods. This 
would eliminate much of the transportation of food from farms to large fa-
cilities for processing, and the transportation to warehouses, and finally to 
the stores. And often results in less expensive packaging of the item.
We, as responsible citizens need to consider what we can do for the good of 
the world we leave to the next generations. 
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Community Happenins

& MORE!
STREAMING 101

3:00 - 7:00 PM

Get your questions answered at
our upcoming  Open Houses!

February 7 | Elk Horn Town Hall
February 14  | Walnut Community Center
February 21 | Neola Community Center
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NEW
YEAR
NEW
SPEED
NEW
FUN
If your household increased its internet usage in 2023 — 

due to adding devices and streaming more often — then 

we suggest you start 2024 with a higher speed. It’ll put 

you on the fast track to having extra fun while watching 

movies, playing online games, etc.

Marne Elk Horn offers affordable internet plans with 

download speeds ranging from 100 Mbps to 1 Gig. 

TRY AN INCREASED SPEED 
FREE FOR 1 MONTH!

CALL 712-784-2211 TO SAVE 
WITH THIS NEW YEAR’S DEAL

510 Highland St, Walnut, IA
161 S Elm St, Avoca, IA

4242 Main St, Elk Horn, IA
www.metc.net

Offer good January 1 – February 29, 2024. One offer per household/business. 
New speed will be billed after promotional month. Please contact us if you choose 
to alter your speed after the promotion period. Service availability and internet 
speed will depend on location. Contact us for complete details.

Outlook Study Club met Monday evening for  a delicious dinner of chili 
and ham sandwiches, topped off with yummy desserts.  Followed by a 
rousing game of Bunko.  Eighteen was in attendance so you can imag-
ine loud we could get!
If you would like to participate in Outlook Study Club, we meet on the 
third Monday of the month at 6:00PM!  We have a different program 
every meeting!  Would love to have you join us! 
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Every OTHER Wednesday @ 1:00
January: 17th, 31st

Feburary: 14th
updates on future months

Bring your sewing machne and cord and 
any hand-work you would like to do

For more info, call Mary Secress 712-764-3485

You are invited to attend
Village Quilters Guild

Elk Horn Lutheran Church

                   LOOK CAREFULLY..
                   It’s not what you think..

 

 
February worship 
bethany/immanuel 

 
February 4 

9:00 at bethany with 
communion 

10:15 sunday school 
 

February 11 
9:00 at immanuel with 

communion 
10:15 sunday school 

 
February 18 

9:00 at bethany 
10:15 sunday school 

 
February 25 

9:00 at immanuel 
10:15 sunday school 

 
sunday school is held at 

immanuel 
 

Visitors are welcome to 
worship and sunday 

school! 
 

     
     
   

  
 

Old aunts used to come up to me at weddings, poke me 
in the ribs and cackle, “You’re next”. They stopped after I 
started doing the same thing to them at funerals.
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Pick up a copy of our MUSEUM HUNT – a 
fun way to explore MoDA’s collection 

Introduce young people to exhibits & history 

 

Build something at our LEGO station 

 

Looking for things to do indoors during these long, winter months? 
Bring your family to MoDA! 

 

MUSEUM HOURS     10-4 Monday-Saturday     1-4 Sunday 
 

 

See a giant, recycled troll hand 

 

 

The Community
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NICOLE 
TOPLIFF, 
ARNP, 
FNP-C CLARE 

CROGHAN, 
PA-C

MYRTUE MEDICAL CENTER’S

QUICK
CARE
CLINIC

HARLAN HOURS:

SATURDAY
8 AM - 4 PM

SUNDAY
11 AM - 3 PM

WALK-IN CARE
OR CALL 712.755.4516
FOR APPOINTMENTS

NEW Quick Care Weekend Hours Coming January 20, 2024
Myrtue Medical Center Welcomes New Advanced Practice 

Providers - Clare Croghan and Nicole Topliff 

Myrtue Medical Center is excited to bring a new healthcare option to the community with the 
launch of the weekend Quick Care Clinic service on January 20th, 2024. Designed for walk-in 
patients who require same-day appointments, this clinic will provide medical attention for a 
range of non-life threatening health conditions. Myrtue’s Harlan Rural Health Clinic offers Quick 
Care Clinic services on Saturdays from 8 AM - 4 PM and Sundays from 11 AM - 3 PM. Patients 
have the option to either walk in or schedule an appointment by calling 712.755.4516.       

This new service will provide an additional option for patients who need medical attention over 
the weekend without having to wait until the following week to see a healthcare provider. Clare 
Croghan, PA-C, and Nicole Topliff, ARNP, FNP-C, will serve patients on the weekend and join 
Myrtue Medical Center’s team of family medicine physicians and advanced-level practitioners 
who serve at Myrtue’s nationally recognized Critical Access Hospital and its medical clinics.

Croghan is a Physician Assistant (PA-C), with a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Iowa State 
University and a Master’s of Physician Assistant Studies from Union College PA Program. She is 
board-certified and excited to start seeing patients at Myrtue’s new Quick Care Clinic on weekends 
and in the evenings during the weekdays. In addition to her professional accomplishments, 
Croghan is a graduate of Harlan Community High School and currently lives in Harlan with her 
husband, Brett, and their 6-month-old son, Callahan. “I was born and raised in Shelby County, 
and I am very excited about the opportunity to work in this community as a provider at Myrtue 
Medical Center. It is a very special feeling being able to work alongside providers who have 
taught me so much about medicine and also seeing familiar faces each day. I look forward to 
extending hours of clinic coverage on the weekends and serving in the community that I have 
always called home,” said Croghan. 
Topliff will join Myrtue Medical Center’s Medical Staff and bring over 12 years of experience 
as a nurse practitioner. Topliff’s healthcare journey began in 1988 as a USAF medic during 
Operation Desert Storm, and it has expanded to over three decades with more than 25 years 
of total nursing experience. Topliff is dual board-certified in both Family Practice and Mental 
Health/Psychiatry, which she achieved through the University of Iowa. She continues to work in 
emergency medicine, on occasion, and provides care to those in need of medication management 
for their mental health concerns full-time. Topliff will be bringing her family practice and acute 
care experience to the weekend Quick Care Clinic starting January 20th. “Shelby County citizens, 
and the surrounding communities of which Myrtue Medical Center serves, are very fortunate 
to have such an insightful and progressive healthcare system that is responsive to their needs. 
I look forward to my role in this new venture and in becoming a part of this team,” said Topliff. 

With the Quick Care Clinic being staffed by Croghan and Topliff, they will be available to treat 
a variety of health concerns. These may include sprains and strains, broken bones, cold/flu 
symptoms, earaches, nausea/vomiting/diarrhea, seasonal allergies, burns, sore throat, urinary 
tract infections (UTI), pink eye, rashes and insect bites, among others. However, it is important 
to note that chronic conditions should be discussed with your primary care physician.

Myrtue Medical Center is committed to providing accessible and high-quality healthcare services 
to the community. Beginning January 20th, 2024, the new Quick Care Clinic will be open to serve 
patients on the weekends. 
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Scratches From The Rusty Quill 
By Wava Petersen

      Happy New Year Rolling Hills Readers!   After spend-
ing five days of Christmas in Lincoln, thanks to a big 
snowstorm and nasty roads, then going back a couple 
days New Years weekend to finish up Christmas with all 
those who didn’t make it the week before, my desk was 
piled high.   Then came the big storms.  On top of that 
both my phones were not working and the furnace wasn’t working 
properly.  Thanks to good neighbors, good friends, family and renter 
all is on track once more.  But the Rusty Quill has suffered neglect.  
So, this article will be limited to a few treasures by unknown authors, 
put together by a man named Jim Doyne.
There is no evidence that the tongue is connected to the brain. 
A prune is a plum with experience.
In debating the merits of dogs and cats, not having to walk a cat 
when it’s 20 below deserves consideration.
Snow is the peanut butter of nature.  It’s crunchy, kids love it and it 
clings to the roof of your house.
If you are dieting, the best place for your bathroom scale is in front 
of the refrigerator.
Definition of a wife:  A person who can look in the top drawer of the 
dresser and find her husband’s socks that aren’t there. 
Those who can, do….those who can’t, write the instructions.
     And, if I want my daughter to send this before they head back to 
Lincoln, I’d better cut it short.  May your house be warm and your 
driveway be clear in the wintery weeks ahead!
     
  

     

EXIRA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
108 E WASHINGTON ST. – CITY HALL    MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 2024
The Exira City Council met for their regular meeting in city hall on Monday, 
January 8, 2024. Present were Mayor Mike Huegerich, Council Members: 
Dwight Jessen, Dorreen Schrader, and Nathan Wahlert. City Clerk Meg An-
dersen and City Attorney Clint Fichter were also in attendance. Kyle and 
Christina Nelson were also guests for a part of the meeting.
Mayor Huegerich called the meeting to order at 7:31 PM.
      A motion made by Schrader, seconded by Jessen, to approve the agenda. 
All voted aye, motion passed.
      A motion made by Wahlert, seconded by Schrader, to approve the con-
sent agenda. All voted aye, motion passed.
Mayor Huegerich opened the public hearing regarding financing for the new 
public works tractor at 7:33 PM.
A motion made by Wahlert, seconded by Jessen, to approve $650 reimburse-
ment to Kyle Nelson for tree removal at 203 S Cottage St. All voted aye, mo-
tion passed.
      A motion made by Wahlert, seconded by Schrader, to approve Dollar Gen-
eral class B retail alcohol license. All voted aye, motion passed.
      City Clerk presented the December 2023 Library report and update on 
Exira’s Community Visioning Process.
City Clerk will set up rate analysis for utility rates, apply for Audubon Coun-
ty Community Foundation Grant for fire department roof replacement, ap-
ply for STBG funds for Washington Street project, complete Homes for Iowa 
pre-order checklist, and source replacement light pole banners for the sum-
mer season.
      A motion made by Wahlert, seconded by Jessen, to approve a donation 
equaling one percent of total funds allocated by ACED to City of Exira in pre-
vious calendar year to ACED for 2024 membership. All voted aye, motion 
passed.
      City Attorney presented on valuations, TIF, and proposed property tax rate 
for Fiscal Year 2025 budget.
Mayor Huegerich closed the public hearing at 8:54 PM with no written or 
oral comments received.
      A motion made by Jessen, seconded by Wahlert, to approve additional 
action resolution 24-1 1.8.24. Roll Call Vote: Wahlert-aye, Schrader-aye, Jes-
sen-aye. Motion Passed.
      Mayor Huegerich appointed Nathan Wahlert as Mayor Pro-Tempore, 
Meg Andersen as the City Clerk, Clint Fichter as the City Attorney, Exchange 
State Bank as the official bank, and Audubon County Advocate Journal for 
publishing for the City of Exira for 2024 calendar year. Mayor Huegerich also 
appointed the following council members to these respective committees: 
Finance- Borkowski, Schrader, Wahlert. Infrastructure- Borkowski, Jessen, 
Paulsen. Parks- Paulsen, Schrader, Wahlert.
      An additional council meeting is set for January 30, 2024 at 4:30 PM at 
City Hall. 
A motion made by Jessen, seconded by Schrader, to adjourn at 8:58 PM. All 
voted aye, motion passed. 

Mike Huegerich, Mayor    Meg Andersen, City 
Clerk
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The City Council of Elk Horn met in regular session Tuesday, January 9th, 2024, at 6:00 
PM with the following members present: Mayor Jens, Councilmen Teegerstrom, D. Petersen, 
Hogberg and K. Petersen (via Teams).
Absent: Creek. City Employees: Chelsee Jacobsen, Jeff Nelson, Josh Nelson.
Mayor Jens called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.
D. Petersen moved, seconded by Hogberg, to approve the agenda as presented. Ayes 4, mo-
tion carried.
Hogberg moved, seconded by Teegerstrom to approve December 4th and 21st, 2023, meet-
ing minutes. Ayes 4, motion carried.
Capital Projects:
Jeff Godwin provided an update on the Water Project. The city has current USDA funding to 
complete some work on the Water Treatment Plant and wells. USDA is willing to have the city 
signa a proposal from Vessco to complete the work without the requirement of competitive 
bidding. Jeff Godwin will prepare an amendment to the Preliminary engineering report add-
ing this work and the emergency nature of the repairs.
Hogberg moved, seconded by D. Petersen to approve Pool House Pay app #1 to Viking Con-
struction - $69,741.60. Ayes 4, motion carried.
Teegerstrom moved, seconded by D. Petersen to approve Change order #1 with Viking Con-
struction to upgrade the interior wall material from steel to Extrutech PVC panels. Ayes 4, 
motion carried.
Teegerstrom moved, seconded by Hogberg to table Park Street Contracts and Bonds with 
United Construction. Ayes 4, motion carried.
D. Petersen moved, seconded by K. Petersen, to set the Planning and Design Loan public 
hearing on February 5th, 2024, at 6PM. Ayes 4, motion carried.
Chelsee will set up a meeting with Township Trustees to discuss updating township agree-
ments and contributions.
Hotel Proposal: Lifeskills & PG Customs met with council to discuss their proposal for 4037 
Main Street. They would like to convert the property to AirBnB overnight stays, apartments, 
and use the pool area for a community venue.
The council will accept proposals till February 1st, 2024, and discuss all proposals at the 
February 5th council meeting and hold a public hearing March 4th to make a final decision.
Hogberg moved, seconded by Teegerstrom to remove Keli Hansen, adding Stan Jens to the 
SCSB Checking Account. Ayes 4, motion carried. D. Petersen moved, seconded by Hogberg 
to approve adding Elk Horn Fire Department to the city’s accounting software, authorizing 
Chelsee Jacobsen on the checking account. Ayes 4, motion carried.
The council discussed employee raises and will approve by resolution February 5th, for July 
1st, 2024, effective date.
Clint provided an update on the 24-25 FY budget.
Public Input:
Keli Hansen provided an update on Dollar General. DG is pausing the proposal due to the 
economy.
DVIO Board Members Klare Chapman and Jodee Dixon presented signage for the Danish Vil-
lages. New banners and brackets will be placed on poles throughout Elk Horn and Kimballton. 
The council unanimously approved the design and committed City Staff for installation.
Department Reports:
D. Petersen moved, seconded by Hogberg to approve MPI Classes for Chelsee. Ayes 4, motion 
carried.
Hogberg moved, seconded by Teegerstrom to approve Resolution 2024-1.1 – Formalizing City 
Council Procedures for Agenda and Meetings. Ayes 4, motion carried.
D. Petersen moved, seconded by Hogberg, to approve purchasing a standard skid loader 
bucket. Ayes 4, motion carried.
Teegerstrom moved, seconded by K. Petersen to approve purchasing a 24hr Wastewater 
Sampler for DMR Reporting. Ayes 4, motion carried.

D. Petersen moved, seconded by Hogberg to appoint Jerry Hoffman as 2024 Fire Chief. 
Ayes 4, motion carried. Jerry stated the tanker and Peterbilt need repairs.
K. Petersen moved, seconded by Teegerstrom to appoint Paulette Hansen to the library 
board of trustees. Ayes 4, motion carried.
Nuisance Property - No new updates on obtaining 4116 Madison St
Hogberg moved, seconded by Teegerstrom, to approve the claims register as present-
ed. Ayes 4, motion carried.
D. Petersen moved, seconded by Hogberg, to approve timesheets as presented. Ayes 
4, motion carried.
Hogberg moved, seconded by K. Petersen, to approve the financial report as present-
ed. Ayes 4, motion carried.
Hogberg moved, seconded by Teegerstrom to adjourn the meeting at 8:04PM. Ayes 4, 
motion carried. 

MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP 
 

Special Message Series (with drama readings): 

Witnesses at the Cross  
(What We Might have Overheard had We Been There) 

 

Lenten Meal each week from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Midweek Worship Services at 7:00 p.m. 

 

February 14– (Ash Wed.  Holy Communion) “Malchus and Mark”  
Elk Horn Lutheran Church 

************** 
February 21:  “Barnabus and Caiaphas” 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Kimballton 

************** 
February 28:  “Pontius Pilate and Procula” 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Jacksonville 

************** 
March 6:  “Simon of Cyrene and the Centurion” 

Bethany Lutheran Church in Rural Kimballton 
************** 

March 13:  “The Two Thieves” 
Elk Horn Lutheran Church 

************** 
March 20:  “Mary and John” 

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Irwin 
************** 

March 28 – Maundy Thursday 
(Holy Communion) 

Immanuel Lutheran Church in Kimballton 
************** 

March 29 – Good Friday 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Jacksonville 

************** 

A Great Supper  -  Followed By Worship 
(There will be no supper on Maundy Thursday nor on Good Friday) 
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Exciting day for Exira-EHK Speech!!! We had 3 entries perform, and 
all 3 entries advanced to the state competition, which will be held on 
February 3rd at Ankeny Centennial High School!
Ensemble Acting: Annabelle Baggett and Lily Bricker 
Ensemble Acting: Ben Baggett and Emily Bricker
Solo Mime: Emily Bricker
Great job to these AMAZING students!

The Museum of Danish America is excited to announce the implementa-
tion of a free monthly cultural program for those with early- to mid-stage 
memory loss and their care partners called SPARK! 
          Thank you so much!
           Alissa LaCanne
           Youth and Community Educator
MUSEUM OF DANISH AMERICA’S GENEALOGY & EDUCATION CENTER
E: ALISSA.LACANNE@DANISHMUSEUM.ORG | P: 712.764.7010
4210 MAIN STREET, PO BOX 249, ELK HORN, IA 51531

The Community

WIFE: “There’s trouble with the car. It has water in the carburetor”
HUSBAND: “Water in the carburetor? That’s ridiculous.”
WIFE: “I tell you, the car has water in the carburetor.”
HUSBAND: “You don’t even know what a carburetor is. I will check it 
out. Where’s the car?”
WIFE: “In the pool.”
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WOULD YOU BE READY IN AN

EMERGENCY?
FRIENDS & FAMILY CPR
This CPR class is perfect for those who want
to learn or keep fresh their CPR skills, but do
not need a CPR certification card. This course
is ideal for community groups, new parents,
grandparents, babysitters, and others
interested in learning how to save a life.

STOP THE BLEED®
A person who is bleeding can die from blood
loss within five minutes. While emergency
responders will arrive as quickly as possible,
bystanders are almost always there first. This
free training program will teach you how to
stop life-threatening bleeding.

Ready to sign up for a free class? Have questions?
Contact Cass County Public Health Nurse Linda Edelman at (712) 243-7551.

FRIENDS & FAMILY CPR
UPCOMING CLASSES

MONDAY, FEB 5  6:00 PM
MONDAY, MAR 4  6:00 PM

STOP THE BLEED®
UPCOMING CLASSES

MONDAY, FEB 19  6:00 PM
MONDAY, MAR 18  6:00 PM

Space is limited for all classes.

The Elks had to postpone the Veterans Appreci-
ation Lunch to be held last Saturday due to the 
weather.  It has been rescheduled for February 10th

Contact
Jonas LaCanne at 712-304-7155 for an estimate

Services
Shoveling Sidewalks and Driveways

Veterans Appreciation Lunch 
Free to any Veteran or Military Personnel plus 

One Guest 
The meal is provided by the Atlantic Elks Lodge: 

 Noon Saturday, February 10, 2024 

411 Walnut Street, Atlantic, IA 
The hustle and bustle of the holidays will be over and you can beat 

the winter blahs by joining us for food and fun. 

If you need a ride, the Elks will pay for your and 
your guest’s transportation with SWITA.  Just let 

us know your address when you RSVP 

You must RSVP by calling or texting: 

712-249-7860
By 8:00 PM on Wednesday, February 7th 

(Give your name; tell us if you are bringing a guest and if you need transportation)

Others are welcome to attend for a fee of $10 as long as you RSVP 

Have you noticed that
“THE” and “IRS”  spells THEIRS

To some, marriage is a word...
To others, it’s a sentence


